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of identifying German ambition with the Wilsonian
notion of self-determination which, in Western minds,
was still connected with individual freedom.   It did
not occur to people in the West that for the Nazis,
who declared that every man was nothing but the
slave of his physical descent, there could be no such
thing as  self-determination in the Western sense.
Indeed the ruthless and "total" cynicism of the minds
of those who directed Nazi policy, making use of much
confused idealism in the men who were their tools
both at home and abroad, was enough to deceive
public opinion in the democratic States at least until
March 1939.   The few experts who had occasion to
study these things observed with apprehension that,
on the one hand, German theorists condemned a
"nationalities-state"   like  Switzerland because they
declared that a State should be racially homogeneous
(however impracticable this might turn out to be),
while on the other, in 1936, 1937 and 1938, Konrad
Henlein was demanding that Czechoslovakia, ceasing
to behave like a Czech national State, should become a
second Switzerland.   Democratic opinion applauded
this "constructive" demand, which then turned out
to be purely destructive in aim.   In the pre-Munich
days those who doubted Henlein's words and pointed
to pre-war Sudeten German chauvinism were ignored,
because it was believed that the Henleinists could
never be guilty even of the chauvinism of the Czechs
since they complained of it so loudly.   To-day condi-
tions in the Sudeten German districts and in Bohemia
and Moravia show a ruthless oppression of the Czechs,
with which the pre-Munich lives of the  Sudeten
Germans compare so favourably that there is no